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French under M. Conflans, who were strongly encamped
near the village of Condoor. The two forces were of
about equal numerical strength, though the French had
the greater number of guns. Here a battle was fought
in which the French were completely beaten and fled
in disorder, not halting until they had crossed the
Godavery, after which they proceeded more leisurely
until they reached Masulipatam. Forde was not able
to follow them at once, for a disagreement had arisen
between him and the Rajah, which took some time to
settle. It was the 6th of February before the combined
armies reached Ellore, some 50 miles from Masulipatam,
and it was not until 3rd March that Colonel Forde was
able to invest Masulipatam. In the meantime, after his
defeat at Condoor, M. Conflans, the French commander,
had despatched a letter to the Nizam Salabut Jung
begging him to come to his assistance. This Salabut
Jung did, and together with his brother, Basalut Jung,
marched with an army of 35,000 men to Bezwada, where
he arrived about the same time as Colonel Forde com-
menced the siege of Masulipatam. With this force
threatening him, Colonel Forde pushed on the siege as
quickly as possible and with such success that on the 4th
April, after nine days' hard fighting, the town had to
capitulate. It is a remarkable fact that the prisoners
taken in this brilliant feat of arms exceeded the number
of the assailants.

Too -much importance cannot be attached to these
two events, the battle of Condoor and the taking of
Masulipatam- The latter particularly was the crowning
blow to French influence on the Coramandel Coast.
Nor did it occur a day too soon. The French, alarmed
at this unexpected invasion from Calcutta, had detached
a body of troops from Madras, and no doubt this weaken-